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Usah ambil mudah kelonggaran PKPB

Kuala Lumpur: Orang ramai
dinasihatkan tidak mengambil
mudah kelonggaran Perintah
Kawalan Pergerakan Bersyarat
(PKPB) kerana individu dewasa
berisiko tinggi menjadi pemba-
wa virus tanpa disedari.

Ramai yang positif COVID-19
hanya mengalami gejala ringan
atau langsung tiada gejala dan
akan menyebarkan virus itu ke-
pada orang lain.

Pakar Perubatan Kesihatan
Komuniti, Fakulti Perubatan
Universiti Kebangsaan Mala-
ysia (UKM), Prof Dr Sharifa
Ezat Wan Puteh, berkata Ke-
menterian Kesihatan sebelum
ini mendedahkan jangkitan vi-
rus itu sudah menular dalam
kalangan ramai kanak-kanak.

Katanya, meskipun tiada ke-
matian membabitkan golongan
itu, 317 kanak-kanak berusia 12
tahun ke bawah dikesan positif
virus itu dan Selangor menca-
tatkan kes jangkitan tinggi dan
ini setara dengan beban kes pe-
sakit dewasa.

“Perlu diingat orang dewasa
boleh menjadi pembawa virus
tanpa menunjukkan sebarang
gejala. Justeru, ibu bapa perlu
mengelak daripada dijangkiti
dengan cara kurang berjumpa
orang, tidak kunjung-mengun-
jung, amalan sanitasi diri dan

sentiasa memakai pelitup se-
paruh muka.

“Ini langkah perlu dipraktik-
kan setiap orang kerana penge-
sanan awal membolehkan pe-
sakit kanak-kanak dirawat se-
gera dan mengelak komplika-
si,” katanya.

Beliau berkata, jangkitan ke-
pada kanak-kanak berlaku da-
ripada ibu bapa atau ahli ke-
luarga mereka sendiri.

“Ibu bapa perlu menjaga ke-
selamatan masing-masing dan
keluarga sendiri serta elak ke-
luar rumah jika tiada keperluan
penting.

“Namun keadaan sekarang,

ada kalangan mereka terpaksa
keluar bekerja dan ini akan
mendedahkan kembali bahaya
COVID-19,” katanya.

Beliau berkata, kerajaan su-
dah berusaha sedaya upaya dan
wabak di negara ini berjaya di-
tangani dengan baik.

“Kejayaan itu kerana wujud
kerjasama baik antara Kemen-
terian Kesihatan, Agensi Pengu-
rusan Bencana Negara (NAD-
MA) dan kementerian lain yang
memberikan impak positif.

“Bagaimanapun dengan ke-
longgaran PKPB dan menje-
langnya Aidilfitri, ramai me-
ngambil mudah akan kemung-

Orang ramai

membeli

kinan dan risiko jangkitan pe-
nyakit COVID-19 itu,” katanya.

Sharifa Ezat berkata, kajian
dari luar negara mendapati pe-
nyakit itu berupaya menjang-
kiti kanak-kanak dengan kadar
yang lebih rendah.

“Di luar negara, ada kema-
tian membabitkan kanak-ka-
nak kerana gejala yang ditun-
jukkan kanak-kanak berlainan
daripada dewasa.

“Kebanyakan mereka tidak
menunjukkan gejala, namun se-
bilangan kecil akan mengalami
demam dan gejala jangkitan
pernafasan seperti batuk,” ka-
tanya.
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Tesco terus beri sokongan
padu promosi produk PKS

Pembekal diberi pendedahan bawa jenama ke tahap lebih tinggi

Oleh Hazwan Faisal Mohamad
hazwanfaisal@bh.com.my

Tesco Stores (Malaysia) Sdn
Bhd menawarkan sokongan tam-
bahan kepada pembekal perusa-
haan kecil dan sederhana (PKS)
sempena Ramadan dan sambu-
tan Aidilfitri tidak lama lagi.

Pengarah Produk Tesco, Ken-
neth Chuah, berkata Tesco su-
dah lama menjadi penyokong
PKS dan jenama tempatan yang
sudah dibuktikan berulang kali
melalui promosi berterusan
yang dibuat syarikat untuk pro-
duk buatan tempatan di cawa-
ngan pasar raya itu.

Malah, katanya sekitar 80 pe-
ratus produk Tesco Own Brand
dihasilkan oleh PKS tempatan.

“Kami berasa adalah sangat
penting untuk Tesco membantu
pembekal PKS tempatan pada
masa ini dengan memberikan
mereka sokongan tambahan be-
rikutan ramai daripada mereka
yvang terkesan dengan wabak
COVID-19 yang masih berlan-
jutan.

“Sebagai peruncit dengan
60 cawangan di seluruh negara
dan jutaan pelanggan, pembekal
PKS kami akan mendapat pen-
dedahan yang boleh membantu
membawa jenama mereka ke
tahap yang lebih tinggi ketika
kempen Raya Jimat, Raya Se-
lamat ini,” katanya dalam satu
kenyataan.

Chuah berkata, PKS yang me-

rangkumi 98.5 peratus daripada
semua perniagaan di Malaysia,
adalah tulang belakang ekono-
mi negara dan menyumbang
hampir 40 peratus kepada pro-
duk domestik kasar dan menggaji
hampir dua pertiga tenaga kerja
tempatar.

“BagikebanyakanPKS, Perin-
tah Kawalan Pergerakan (PKP)
mempunyai kesan yang menda-
lam terhadap daya maju pernia-
gaan mereka.

“Dua daripada PKS yang buat
pertama kali bergabung dengan
Tesco adalah pengedar industri
pondok, Yosh Ventures Sdn Bhd
dan pemborong makanan ring-

.o e - =~
Tesco mengangkat produk jenama tempatan dan membantu pembekal PKS kepada akses pasaran lebih luas. ( ¥oto hiasan)

an Malaysia, DNS Kacang Puteh
Sdn Bhd,” katanya.

Pengasas dan Ketua Pegawai
Eksekutif Yosh Ventures, Isa Jo-
hari, berkata syarikat itu gem-
bira dapat bekerjasama dengan
Tesco pada Ramadan ini dengan
membawa pembekal berskala
kecil seperti pembuat kerepek
yang berpusat di Selangor, Jars
Manufacturing dan pembuat
buah bijan yang berpusat di
Kelantan, Kak Ha Enterprise
memasuki pasar raya itu.

“Kedua-dua pembekal ini ada-
lah milik keluarga dan berope-
rasi langsung dari dapur mere-
ka atau kemudahan kecil yang

= o |

dipasang di rumah. Ini adalah
usahawan yang rajin mencari
peluang besar untuk mening-
katkan jenama dan pendedahan
mereka,” katanya.

Pengarah DNS Kacang Puteh,
Nerumal Kumar amat berbesar
hati dengan bantuan Tesco itu
apabila dapat memasarkan pro-
duk syarikatnya yang terdiri
daripada muruku dan kacang
pedas dalam sebahagian daripa-
da kempen Ramadan Tesco.

Sejak awal tahun ini, Te-
sco menambah 12 PKS baharu
sebagai sebahagian daripada so-
kongannya terhadap industri
perniagaan tempatan.
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Ketua Srikandi umum keluar PKR
Kuala Lumpur: EXCO Majlis keputusanitudibuatselepastiada pada saya sebagai EXCO Majlis .
Pimpinan Wanita PKR, Nurainie lagi keyakinan dan kepercayaan Pimpinan Wanita Pusat, pada Pe- —
Hazigah Shafii mengumumkan kepada idealisme perjuangan ser- milihan PKR lalu. s .
peletakan jawatan dan keluar da-  ta hala tuju PKR ketika ini. “Penghargaan juga kepada LY
ripada parti berkenaan. “Keputusan ini diambil atas Menteri Besar Selangor, Datuk Se- —

Beliauyang juga Ketua Srikandi
PKR turut mengumumkan pele-
takan jawatan sebagai Ahli Majlis
Bandaraya Petaling Jaya (MBP.J).

Nurainie Hazigah dalam satu
kenyataan semalam, menjelaskan

prinsip bahawa jawatan ini (Ahli
Majlis MBPJ) adalah atas kapasiti
saya selaku ahli PER.

“Saya ingin merakamkan uca-
pan penghargaan Kkepada ahli
PKR yang memberi mandat ke-

ri Amirudin Sharidan Datuk Ban-
dar MBPJ, Datuk Mohd Sayuthi
Bakar kerana memberi keperca-
yaan dan Kerjasama sepanjang sa-
ya menjadi ahli PKR dan Ahli Ma-
jlis MBPJ,” katanya.

Nurainie Haziqah Shafii
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SOP tuntut elaun dipermudah

Petugas polis hanya
perlu kemuka tiga
dokumen

Oleh MOHD IZZATUL IZUAN
TAHIR

KUALA SELANGOR

olis Diraja Malaysia
(PDRM) mempermu-
dah prosedur operasi
standard (SOP) berhu-
bung tuntutan bayaran elaun
khas RM200 kepada pegawai
dan anggota yang
terlibat dalam Pe-

Abd Rahim (tengah)

PKPB di Tesco

Kuala Selangor semalam.

Menurutnya, petugas

- TUNTUTAN .
rintah Kawalan Per- é’ AYALl!{ AN terbabit hanya perlu me-
gerakan (PKP). ELAUN KHAS ngemukakan tiga doku-
Pengarah Pengu- men sahaja berbanding

rusan Bukit Aman,

Datuk Abd Rahim Jaafar berka-
ta, perkara itu diputuskan dalam
mesyuarat bersama Bahagian
Logistik pada 12 Mei lalu.

terpaksa menyediakan

30 hingga 40 dokumen sebelum
ini.

“Perkara ini dibangkitkan

media yang melaporkan berlaku-

nya situasi anggota susah untuk
membuat tuntutan elaun disebab-
kan prosesnya yang agak rumit.

“Kita ambil iktibar perkara
itu dan memutuskan mereka
(anggota) hanya perlu kemuka-
kan tiga dokumen sahaja,” kata-
nya.
Beliau berkata demikian

pada sidang akhbar selepas me-
lakukan lawatan ke Pangkalan
Pemantauan Perintah Kawalan
Pergerakan Bersyarat (PKPB) di
Tesco Kuala Selangor di sini
semalam.

Abd Rahim berkata, pihak-
nya telah mula membuat pem-
bayaran untuk tuntutan pada
bulan April.

“Kita telah buat bayaran pada
Mei ini dan ramai telah menik-
mati elaun seperti yang dijanji-
kan kerajaan,” katanya.

Sinar Harian sebelum ini me-
laporkan petugas barisan hadap-
an yang berkhidmat sepanjang
tempoh PKP kecewa terhadap
kesukaran untuk membuat tun-
tutan elaun penugasan korona-
virus (Covid-19) yang berjumlah
RM200 sebulan.

Mereka menyifatkan keraja-
an seperti tidak ikhlas dalam
pemberian elaun itu apabila me-
reka perlu mengisi tiga salinan
set borang sebelum boleh me-
nuntut elaun tersebut.
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DIMUKTAMADKAN .

SEHARI menjelang sidang Dewan
Rakyat hari ini, blok ahli Parlimen
yang membentuk kerajaan

baharu pada hujung Februari

lalu mengeluarkan kenyataan
memformalkan kerjasama gabungan
parti-parti itu dan secara rasmi
menubuhkan entiti Perikatan
Nasional.

Menurut kenyataan akhbar yang
dikeluarkan dan ditandatangani
Perdana Menteri, Tan Sri
Muhyiddin Yassin selaku Presiden
Bersatu semalam, Memorandum
Persefahaman (MoU) Perikatan

Nasional diperkukuhkan dengan lima
tujuan asas penubuhan gabungan
politik itu, antaranya memastikan
suatu bentuk pentadbiran kerajaan
Persekutuan dan negeri bertaraf
dunia diwujudkan di Malaysia.

Lima lagi pemimpin parti lain
yang menandatangani memorandum
itu ialah Pengerusi Barisan Nasional
(BN), Datuk Seri Ahmad Zahid
Hamidi; Presiden Pas, Datuk Seri
Abdul Hadi Awang; Pengerusi
Gabungan Parti Sarawak (GPS),
Datuk Patinggi Abang Johari Abang
Openg; Presiden Parti Bersatu Sabah

(PBS), Datuk Seri Dr Maximus Johnity
Ongkili dan Presiden Parti Solidariti
Tanah Airku (STAR) Datuk Dr Jeffrey
Kitingan.

Tempat duduk 222 wakil rakyat
di Dewan Rakyat dalam sidang hari
ini akan memperlihatkan sejauh
mana kekuatan gabungan Perikatan
Nasional yang hanya memanggil
persidangan Parlimen selama sehari,
satu langkah yang dikritik hebat oleh
parti-parti pembangkang yang ingin
mengemukakan undi tidak percaya
terhadap Muhyiddin sebagai Perdana
Menteri.

_—

Page 1 of 2

‘ Mo Perikatan
Nasional itu
telah dirangka bagi
memperkukuhkan
PN melalui amalan

musyawarah

dan konsultasi
berlandaskan
kepada sikap

dan sifat saling
menghormati atas
kepelbagaian
agama, kaum
dan budaya demi
kepentingan
negara dalam
kerangka
Perlembagaan
Persekutuan dan
prinsip-prinsip Rukun
Negara.”

- Kenyataan bersama
enam pemimpin parti
dalam Perikatan Nasional
semalam

Pengerusi Bl
DATUK SERI AHMAD
ZAHID HAMIDI

TAN SRI MUHYIDDIN
YASSIN

Presiden Pas
DATUK SERI ABDUL
HADI AWANG

Pengerusi GPS
DATUK PATINGGI ABANG
JOHARI ABANG OPENG

Presiden PBS
DATUK SERI DR MAXIMUS
JOHNITY ONGKILI

, 4

Presiden STAR
DATUK DR JEFFREY
KITINGAN
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Perikatan Nasional semakin kukuh kuasai sembilan negeri

SHAH ALAM - Perubahan politik yang
berlaku di Kedah menyaksikan Perikatan
Nasional (PN) kini telah menguasai sem-
bilan negeri iaitu Perlis, Kedah, Perak,
Melaka, Johor, Pahang, Terengganu, Ke-
lantan dan Sarawak.

Daripada sembilan negeri ini, UMNO
memegang jawatan Menteri Besar dan
Ketua Menteri terbanyak di empat nege-
ri iaitu Perlis, Melaka, Johor dan Pahang.
Pemimpin Pas pula menjadi Menteri Be-
sar di tiga negeri iaitu Kelantan, Tereng-
ganu dan Kedah.

Ketua kerajaan dua lagi negeri dari-
pada Parti Pribumi Bersatu Malaysia
(Bersatu) yang menjadi Menteri Besar di
Perak dan Gabungan Parti Sarawak (GPS)
di Sarawak.

Penganalisis politik, Dr Kamarul Za-
man Yusoff berkata, situasi yang berlaku
di Kedah mempengaruhi Ahli Dewan
Undangan Negeri (ADUN) daripada Pa-
katan Harapan (PH) di negeri lain untuk
keluar parti sebagai wakil rakyat Bebas.

Menurutnya, PN di Negeri Sembilan
hanya memerlukan sokongan tiga lagi
ADUN bagi mengambil alih pentadbiran
kerajaan.

“Terdapat tiga ADUN PH di Negeri
Sembilan yang dikenal pasti mungkin
akan melompat parti atau isytihar Bebas.
Seorang daripadanya memang penyokong
kuat Datuk Seri Mohamed Azmin Ali.

“PN sudah menguasai sembilan ne-

Senarai Menteri
Besar dan Ketua
Menteri

e Perlis

Datuk Seri Azlan Man
UMNO-PN

Tarikh lantikan: 7 Mei 2013

e Kedah

Muhammad Sanusi Md Nor
Pas-PN

Tarikh lantikan: 17 Mei 2020

e Pulau Pinang

Chow Kon Yeow

DAP -PH

Tarikh lantikan: 14 Mei 2018

® Perak

Datuk Seri Ahmad Faizal
Azumu

Bersatu-PN

Tarikh lantikan: 12 Mei 2018

e Selangor

Datuk Seri Amirudin Shari
PKR-PH

Tarikh lantikan: 19 Jun 2018

* Negeri Sembilan

Datuk Seri Aminuddin Harun
PKR-PH

Tarikh lantikan: 11 Mei 2018

* Melaka

Datuk Sulaiman Md Ali
UMNO-PN

Tarikh lantikan: 9 Mac 2020

e Johor

Datuk Ir Hasni Mohammad
UMNO-PN

Tarikh lantikan: 28 Februari
2020

e Kelantan

Datuk Ahmad Yakob
Pas-PN

6 Mei 2013

e Pahang

Datuk Seri Wan Rosdy

Wan Ismail

UMNO-PN

Tarikh lantikan: 15 Mei 2018

e Terengganu

Datuk Seri Dr Ahmad
Samsuri Mokhtar

Pas-PN

Tarikh lantikan: 10 Mei 2018

e Sarawak

Datuk Patinggi Abang Abdul
Rahman Zohari Tun Abang
Openg

GPS-PN

13 Januari 2017

e Sabah

Datuk Seri Mohd Shafie
Apdal

Warisan-PH

Tarikh lantikan: 12 Mei 2018

geri, maka sudah pasti keadaan ini akan
mengubah senario politik negara dan
menyebabkan ada ADUN PH terutama
yang berada di atas pagar akan menyo-
kong kerajaan Persekutuan,” katanya.

Sementara itu, penganalisis politik
daripada Universiti Utara Malaysia, Pro-
fesor Dr Ahmad Marthada Mohamed
berkata, PN semakin memperkukuhkan
kedudukan apabila menguasai sembilan
negeri ketika ini.

Menurutnya, situasi itu turut membe-
ri petanda kepada rakyat mengenai kese-
daran dalam kalangan wakil rakyat bagi
menjalinkan kerjasama dengan kerajaan
Persekutuan.

“Mungkin apabila mereka bekerjasa-
ma, ia akan mempemudahkan kelicinan
pentadbiran di peringkat negeri.

“Pada masa sama, bantuan dan sum-
bangan untuk pengundi di kawasan me-
reka akan jadi lebih mudah,” katanya.
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Ketua Srikandi PKR
isytihar keluar parti

KUALA LUMPUR - Ketua Sri-
kandi Parti Keadilan Rakyat
(PKR), Nurainie Hazigah Shafii
semalam mengumumkan keluar
parti dan meletakkan jawatan
yang dipegangnya.

Nurainie dalam satu kenyata-
an berkata, keputusan itu diambil
selepas beliau tidak lagi yakin
dan percaya kepada idealisme
perjuangan serta hala tuju PKR
ketika ini.

“Saya telah mengambil kepu-
tusan meletak jawatan dan keluar
daripada menjadi anggota PKR.

“Keputusan ini diambil kera-
na saya tidak lagi ada keyakinan
dan kepercayaan kepada idealis-
me perjuangan serta hala tuju
parti pada hari ini,” katanya.

Nurainie juga memaklumkan
bahawa beliau turut meletakkan
jawatannya selaku Exco Majlis
Pimpinan Wanita PKR Pusat dan
anggota Majlis Bandaraya Peta-
ling Jaya (MBPJ).

Beliau bagaimanapun berkata,
akan memberi sepenuh komitmen
terhadap usaha membantu go-
longan yang memerlukan melalui
kapasiti sebagai seorang peguam.
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Avenues of convenience

Selangor bazaar vendors are using various methods to sell their wares this
Ramadan. Some are participating in the state’s e-kitchen initiative while others
rely on online platforms, instant messaging services and petrol stations to reach
out to the masses. >2&3

New set-up for Ramadan stalls: Each e-kitchen can accommodate up to 10 merchants who sell a variety of dishes. There is plenty of space between each trader so they can observe
social distancing rules such as this e-kitchen in Bandar Utama, Petaling Jaya. — SAMUEL ONG/The Star
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Ramadan e-bazaar
in Selangor a success

It allows traders to operate from safe and secure venue

By OH ING YEEN and
SHALINI RAVINDRAN
metro@thestar.com.my

ROTI john, murtabak, nasi kerabu,
nasi tomato and tau foo fah are
among the top-selling items on the
first-ever Ramadan e-bazaar in
Selangor.

Under the state government’s
e-Kitchen Selangor initiative,
Ramadan bazaar traders can sell
these must-have favourites and
more through e-commerce plat-
forms.

Unlike traditional Ramadan
bazaars where customers had the
option to visit the bazaars to pick
and choose their items, the traders
here have been placed at specific
locations, or “e-kitchens” that serve
as venues to distribute their food
via food delivery riders.

With the assistance of MBI
Selangor and Hijrah Selangor, the
state has set up two e-kitchen initi-
atives — Grab e-Kitchen Bazar and
Platform Selangor (PLATS) which
runs from April 24 until May 23.

With the former, customers
order through the Grab app while
the latter is a website where cus-
tomers can place their orders.

There are currently 11 locations
around Selangor that have been
selected to be e-kitchen hazaars.

The locations are Ampang, Batu
Caves, Damansara, Petaling Jaya,
Subang Jaya, Klang, Puchong, Seri
Kembangan, Sepang, Bangi and
Semenyih.

Previously, Selangor Mentri
Besar Datuk Seri Amirudin Shari
said 77 distribution centres were
identified, comprising 10 local
council halls and 67 restaurants,
that would serve as venues to pre-
pare food during Ramadan.

He said the centres would follow
social distancing and strict hygiene
practices.

“Traders must have their
typhoid vaccination as per the
standard operating procedure by
Health Ministry and the local
authorities.

“The e-kitchen concept will only
function as a distribution centre.

“No cooking activity or any type
of walk-in purchases are allowed,”
added Amirudin.

The new normal

Eight traders have familiarised
themselves with the new concept
as their operations at the e-kitchen
in Bandar Utama, Petaling Jaya

Page 2 of 2

" SELAMAT
BERPUASA

Amiruddin (left) says the e-kitchen concept makes it easier to estimate the number of packets they can sell each
day. — Photos: SAMUEL ONG/The Star

was set up since the first day of
Ramadan.

For trader Nurul Azlim Abdul
Rahman, 56, the transition from

operating at a traditional Ramadan
bazaar to an e-kitchen concept was

not difficult.

Nurul Azlim, who operates
Kebab 3 Benua which sells differ-
ent types of kebab rolls, said she
had managed to increase her out-
put five times within a week.

“It took us a few days to famil-
iarise ourselves with the system,
but luckily there was support from
Hijrah Selangor and the Grab
team.

“On the first day, we were cau-
tious about how much we could
sell, so I only made 40 kebab rolls.
But within a week, I had to
increase to about 200 per day.

“A plus point in operating this
way is that there is less competi-
tion as each trader here sells dif-
ferent dishes,” she said, adding
that she could easily make a profit
of RM1,000 a day.

Although roti john seller Mohd
Firdaus Md Daud, 41, likes the
air-conditioned setting of the
e-kitchen, he still misses interact-
ing with customers.

Only food delivery riders are allowed to pick up the food at the e-kitchen,
such as this place in Bandar Utama, Petaling Jaya.

“I cannot complain since we do
not have to worry about the weath-
er, and we have reduced our over-
head costs with lower transporta-
tion costs,” he said.

He added that he did not have to
spend hours setting up and dis-
mantling his stall, unlike at the tra-
ditional Ramadan bazaar.

“But 1 do miss the ‘hazaar-feel’,
talking to customers and other
vendors,” Mohd Firdaus said, add-
ing that he used to operate a roti
john stall at the bazaar in Taman
Tun Dr Ismail.

For 41-year-old Amiruddin
Kamaruddin, the major boost from
the e-kitchen concept was the con-
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RAID ON ILLEGAL
FACTORY

Hulu Selangor
council seals
aluminium plant for
operating without
licence >4
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Traders, workers in Sela

By SHALINI RAVINDRAN
shaliniravindran@thestar.com.my

SELAYANG Municipal Council
(MPS) has begun Covid-19 mass
testing of traders and workers in
wet markets under its jurisdiction.

By next week, over 1,200 of them
are expected to undergo swab tests
to prevent the disease from spread-
ing undetected and to ensure the
safety of customers.

MPS president Shamsul Shahril
Badliza Mohd Noor said there had
been some challenges in getting
traders and workers to turn up for
the swab test.

“Some (raders gave excuses that
there would be no one to take care
of their stall at the market, but we
insisted that they come and take
the test.

“We also discovered that some
traders had hired illegal foreign

workers, so they did not want to
bring them for the tests.

“We know who these traders and
workers are and we will take
action together with the
Immigration Department soon,” he
said during the third round of test-
ing raders at wet markets in

mbak.

About 170 traders from Pasar
Selayang, Pasar Awam Moden Sri
Gombak and Pasar Awam Moden
Taman Ehsan were tested by
Health Ministry staff, alongside
front-line officers from the police,
Malaysian Civil Defence Force
(APM) and Welfare Department.

Shamsul said that in the first
round of tests on May 8, all 335
traders at Pasar Awam Selayang
Baru tested negative for the coro-
navirus.

“We are awaiting results for the
second batch of traders from Pasar

Awam Moden Rawang who were
tested on May 13,” he said.

The final round of testing for
traders from Pasar Awam Bandar
Country Homes and Pasar Awan
Batu Arang are expected to be car-

Each trader
from Pasar
 Awam Moden
B¢ Sri Gombak and
! Pasar Awam
Moden Taman
Ehsan are given
a swab test.

ried out on May 19,

“We have also asked MPS coun-
cillors to be tested as they are in
close contact with the public,” he
said, adding that 300 MPS staff test-
ed negative.

yang markets tested for Covid-19

Besides screening, MPS has also
been carrying out disinfection
activities in the wet markets peri-
odically since March 18.

“Each trader was given disinfec-
tion solutions to clean their stalls at
the end of their business day.

“MPS officers are also stationed
at each market to record the tem-
perature of all market wraders,
waorkers and customers, and to
ensure their hands are clean
before they engage in buying and
selling activities,” said Shamsul.

“Only one entrance will be open
to control the number of visitors in
the market, and markers on the
ground ensure social distancing is
observed,” he added.
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FRESH PRODUCE DISTRIBUTED
230 families get supply of
fish, vegetables and eggs
in PJ Old Town

>7
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By AIDA AHMAD
aidaahmad@thestar.com.my

A TOTAL of 230 families in 163
houses in Section 2, Petaling Jaya
that are affected by the enhanced
movement control order (MCO),
received fresh produce including
fish and vegetables.

Bukit Gasing assemblyman Rajiv
Rishyakaran said 8kg packs of
fresh vegetables and frozen fish as
well as eggs, bread and kaya were
given to residents in the P] Old
Town area, which was placed
under enhanced MCO last Sunday
after 26 positive Covid-19 cases
were detected.

This was the eighth area to be
barricaded by the authorities to
curh the spread of Covid-19 follow-
ing the closure of Pasar Besar Jalan
Othman. The enhanced MCO will
last until May 23.

Last Sunday, Rajiv said the
Welfare Department distributed
food baskets containing rice, flour,
oil, sugar and biscuits to all the
affected households.

“The second day saw potatoes,
eges and coffee distributed by
Petaling Jaya MP Maria Chin
Abdullah’s office.

“The [resh produce distributed
today is to ease the affected resi-
dents’ burden as they would have
run out of fresh food by now, and
we took a it of time to get all the
required permission before handing
out the essential items,” Rajiv told a
press conference in PJ Old Town.

“A generous sponsor also donat-
ed a bag of onions to each of the
500 houses in Taman Medan and
Bukit Gasing.”

He said the Welfare Department
would deliver the second round of
dry zoods to the residents soon.

“We will make arrangements for
the second round of fresh produce,
including vegetables and chicken

Page 2 of 2

Fresh produce for residents

Fish and vegetables distributed to 230 families in PJ Old Town
Battling:+"

Covid-19.

toll:ie distributed on Tuesday.” he
said.

He added that there were many
elderly folk in the affected areas
and it was difficult as well as
unhealthy for them to live on just
rice and canned food.

Rajiv said the fresh food was dis-
tributed by the Welfare
Department assisted by Petaling
Jaya City Council (MBP]), People’s
Volunteer Corps (Rela), and the
Civil Defence Department (JPAM).

“We are not allowed to go
beyond the barbed wire fence.

“The vegetables arrived in crates
on Wed and my vol
who are mostly residents of P] Old
Town living outside the barbed
fence, helped pack the vegetables
and fish,” he said.

He added that the fish came
from Sungai Besar while the vege-
tahles were supplied by P] Old
Town market traders.

Rajiv said it was important to
support local traders as much as
they could.

“The eggs and bread were sup-
plied by 552 market traders,” he
said.

He expressed gratitude to the
Welfare Department, JPAM, Rela
and MBP] for helping to send the

food to residents affected by the
lockdown.

“It is not easy to carry a big bag
with egzs, and under the hot sun.

“At peak time, there were 15 vol-

unteers helping us pack the food.”

He added that they were also
working with the Welfare
Department to deliver cooked food
to 17 senior citizens and people
with disabilities who live alone in
the areas affected by the enhanced
MCO.

A

“These are mostly elderly folk in
their 80s and 90s who are unable
to cook for themselves.

“On a normal day they can have
food delivered, but now caterers
cannot deliver food to them at
home,

“We provide them lunch and
dinner cooked by restaurant opera-
tors outside the affected area,”
Rajiv explained.

He said affected residents who
needed help to obtain their medi-

PJ Old Town was the eighth area barricaded by the authorities to curb the spread of Covid-19 following the
closure of Pasar Besar Jalan Othman.

cation could contact his office via
the operations room at 03-2935
9135.

“We will help buy medicine for
them and the Welfare Department
will deliver it to them during the
enhanced MCO period.

“Essential items such as diapers,
toiletries, sanitary pads and cook-
ing gas can be sent to my office and
we will help deliver them but the
items have to be strictly essentials,”
he added.
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BUDGET FEEDBACK

Selayang Municipal Council (MPS) is
encouraging the public to give input
to draft its budget for 2021 until
today (May 18). For details, call
03-6126 5824 or visit mps.gov.my
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Calls to
address
prison
overcrowding

PETALING JAYA: With Covid-19
sweeping through prisons in the
United States, experts believe pri-
sons in Malaysia stand a real risk of
the virus spreading within its walls.

University Malaya Medical Cen-
tre (UMMC) Covid-19 task force
chair Datuk Prof Dr Adeeba Kama-
rulzaman said Covid-19 spreads
rapidly in crowded areas.

With prisons at overcapacity,
there was a possibility prisons
would be at risk, she said.

“Social distancing is impossible in
these settings. So much effort needs
to be put in to fizure out how we
can minimise the risk of an out-
break in our prisons.

“Aside from the risk to prisoners,
the risk is also to prison officers and
their families.

“The most critical measure that
needs to be taken is to address over-
crowding,” she said.

Dr Adeeba, who is also a Selangor
Covid-19 task force member, said
other possible measures were
delaying sentencing, releasing
non-violent offenders, especially
those serving very short sentences
and those at high risk, such as the
elderly, as well as those with severe
co-morbid illnesses.

“Several countries have released
thousands of prisoners to minimise
the risk of an outbreak,” she said.

She said it was also important to
focus on inmates’ environmental
hygiene, ensuring that they had
access to soap and water besides
isolating those with symptoms.

According to Reuters, the US has
seen a Covid-19 outbreak spreading
through its prisons. The country
had a total incarcerated population
of nearly 2.3 million as of 2017.

In four US state prisons, 96% of
3,277 inmates who tested positive
were found to be asymptomatic and
it was believed that asymptomatic
cases were driving up infection
rates in prisons, the report noted.

On April 4, Prisons Department
director-general Datuk Seri Zulkifli
Omar sent a letter to the judiciary
informing them of concerns over
sending movement control order
violators to prison as their health
status was not known and prisons
could therefore become the source
of a Covid-19 outbreak.

He added that social distancing
was also “impossible” in prisons.
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lllegal aluminium processing plant sealed, its equipment seized

AN ILLEGAL aluminium process-
ing plant in Rasa, Hulu Selangor
has been sealed and its equipment
seized by the local council during a
raid.

Two forklifts and three al

approval from the Environment
Department (DOE) and the
International Trade and Industry
Ministry to operate during the
movement control order (MCO).
Ina MDHS environ-

um bar pallets weighing about a
tonne were confiscated. No arrests
were made during the midnight
raid.

The operator was found to be
processing aluminium ingots with-
out an operating licence from
Hulu Selangor District Council
(MDHS).

The factory also did not have

ment control unit said its officers
acted on complaints against the
factory.

A total of 39 officers from the
council's Enforcement, Planning
and Solid Waste Management and
Public Cleaning Department, as
well as councillor Law Chun Yoong
were involved in the operation.

It is believed that the workers

and caretaker of the illegal factory
fled the scene when the raiding
team arrived.

MDHS sealed the premises
under its Trade, Business and
Industrial By-law 2007.

The confiscated items are being
kept at the MDHS storage in Kuala
Kubu Baru.

“We will take the matter to court
if the landowner and operator con-
tinue their operations on agricul-
tural land without council approv-
al,” the MDHS spokesman said.

Selangor local government, pub-
lic transport and new village

development committee chairman
Ng Sze Han said aluminium pro-
cessing factory was categorised as
heavy industry and had to follow
strict DOE guidelines.

“Furthermore, the factory is sit-
uated on agricultural land.

“The public and environment
take priority, hence the issue of
safety and protection of environ-
ment are important points to con-
sider.

“In the past, many illegal facto-
ries that were sealed did not com-
ply with the guidelines set by the
authorities, and even had poor

sanitisation within and surround-
ing the premises causing environ-
mental pollution,” said Nz.

MDHS spokesman said the state
government urged the factory to
set safety standards in accordance
with the authorities from all
aspects of production, manufactur-
ing, employees and the environ-
ment.

MDHS was also commended for
taking prompt action against ille-
zal factories.

“Hopefully, this will serve as a
deterrent and prevent others from
operating illegally,” he said.



TheStar-5= 18 May 2020
RS2 | The Star, Malaysia

PEAABAT SETIALISAHA KERAJAAN NEGERT SELANGOR

KORPOR,
TIWGEAT 4, BARGUNAN SULTAN SALIHUDDIN ABOUL ATIZ SHA.

|
Author: SHLEY TANG + Section: Nation « Audience : 175,986 + Page: 1,4 & EIETR e

Printed Size: 534.00cm? « Region: KL « Market: Malaysia * Photo: Full Color = @
ASR: MYR 26,874.00 « Item ID: MY0039768161 =

&isentia.mediaportal
Provided for client's internal research purposes only. May not be further copied, distributed, sold or published in

any form without the prior consent of the copyright owner. Page 1 of 2

.Experts divided over mass Covid-19 testing

Is mass testing a must in the fight against Covid-19? Malaysia’s strategy of testing only specific, targeted
groups is a contentious topic among medical experts themselves. > See page 4 for report by ASHLEY TANG
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Experts divided over mass testing

Basic education on preventive measures a better bet, says task force

By ASHLEY TANG
newsdesk@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAYA: Health experts
are divided over the effectiveness of
conducting mass testing on workers
before they return to their work-
place during the conditional move-
ment control order (MCO).

Mass testing will create a false
sense of security as a negative test
will not mean much as a person can
et infected over the course of a few
days, said University Malaya
Medical Centre (UMMC) Covid-19
task force chair Datuk Prof Dr
Adeeba Kamarulzaman.

“It will create a false sense of
security for the employee as well as
the employer, not to mention the
cost these tests incur.

“What would be more appro-
priate is to have a system in place
and have workers report to their
supervisors daily on the presence
or absence of symptoms.

“Also, test only those who are
symptomatic, isolate and contact
trace as appropriate,” she said.

Dr Adeeba, who is also a

Battling:*"
Covid-19

~ #WeAreReady

greéenp

was important to educate workers
on Covid-19, adding that it must he
in a language that they understand.

“This is the basic education on
Covid-19 - how it is transmitted and
how to prevent it.

“Unless you have this and
workers take some personal respon-
sibility, I don't see how we are going
to test ourselves out of this. We also
have to address the living and
working environment of the
workers,” she said.

She noted that whether a worker
was Malaysian, a foreizner or an
undoc d mi should be

Covid-19 task force member, said it

put aside, as everyone share the

same risk of getting infected and
transmitting the virus to others.

As for Covid-19 clusters emerging
from wet markets, Dr Adeeba attri-
buted this to the crowded and dirty
conditions, saying all that was
needed was for a few people to be
infected for it to spread.

“We must take this opportunity to
do something more long term.
Closing the markets for a brief
period for cleaning is well and good
but, ultimately, what is needed is a
market that is better designed to
ensure cleanliness and better crowd
movement.

“Yes, it is going to cost more, but if
we are serious about preventing
and containing pandemics, I don't
think we can allow them to conti-
nue the way they have been func-
tioning all these years,” she said.

Health director-general Datuk Dr
Noor Hisham Abdullah said the
ministry had screened 424,306 indi-
viduals as of May 15, out of whom
6,855 were tested positive.

This works out to 1.62% of posi-
tive cases.

Statistics showed that 13 in every
1,000 population have been tested.

Malaysia takes a targeted
approach of screening for the virus,
with high-risk groups being priori-
tised.

Dr Noor Hisham explained that
Malaysia was focusing on mass test-
ing on targeted groups.

There are eight targeted groups
identified by the ministry.

These are the Masjid Jamek Seri
Petaling tabligh gathering cluster,
tahfiz, areas under enhanced MCOs,
markets related to the Pasar Borong
Kuala Lumpur, old folks homes,
foreign workers at construction
sites, healthcare workers and
Malaysian citizens returning from
abroad.

Universiti Malaya virologist Prof
Dr Sazaly Abu Bakar did not dispute
that a person could get infected any-
time but he believed that it was a
Zood idea to do mass testing.

Dr Sazaly said for those who had
not been exposed to the virus, it was
zood to be screened before return-
ing to work as many workers were
all coming back at the same time.

“The idea of screening is so that
we do not have a massive outbreak
happening at the same time.

“If you have a massive outbreak
at the same time, it will stretch the
ministry’s capacity and capability to
do contact tracing.

“That is the reason why mass
testing is necessary before every-
one is released back to work,” he
said.

Dr Sazaly said mass testing was
also necessary for those living in the
red zones before they report for
work.

Universiti Sains Malaysia medical
epid iologist and bi istician
Assoc Prof Dr Kamarul Imran Musa
said people returning to work must
be tested.

But he noted that it was “not
necessary to test every worker”,

“Focus the test on those who
work in groups or have frequent
meetings or significant social inter-
actions.

“There is tremendous benefit in
testing these groups because a large
proportion of Covid-19 patients
either do not have symptoms or
have mild symptoms.

“So, the only way to know if a
worker is infected, he must be
tested,” he said.
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Domino effect of Pakatan’s collapse

NOW that the Pakatan Harapan state govern-
ments of Johor, Melaka, Perak and Kedah
have fallen, which state is next?

The fall of the four Pakatan-ruled states
was a domino effect after the Pakatan ruling
coalition self-destructed in February.

It was replaced by Perikatan Nasional con-
sisting of Parti Pribumi Bersatu Malaysia,
Barisan Nasional (Umno, MCA, MIC and Parti
Bersatu Rakyat Sabah), PAS, Gabungan Parti
Sarawak, Sabah Star and Parti Bersatu Sabah.

The four state governments collapsed when
assemblymen from Bersatu, PKR (those
alizned to former party deputy president
Datuk Seri Azmin Ali) and DAP (rogue lead-
ers) joined forces with Barisan and PAS.
Perikatan now rules these states.

The question now is — will the domino
effect happen in Selangor, Negri Sembilan or
Sabah?

Why Johor, Melaka, Perak and Kedah fell
will indicate if there will be more states to
follow suit, according to Universiti Utara
Malaysia political lecturer Prof Dr Mohd
Azizuddin Mohd Sani.

Among the reasons why the Melaka, Perak
and the Kedah governments were toppled
was because Pakatan held them with a mar-
ginal majority, he said.

In Perak, it was Pakatan 29, Umno 27 and
PAS three. Pakatan formed the state govern-

Will Selangor, Negri Sembilan or Sabah
follow in the footsteps of four states?

Comment
PHILIP GOLINGAI

PAS factor was always there but not enough
to change the state zovernment. In a nutshell,
the internal bickering of Bersatu and PKR led
to the fall of Pakatan-led state governments,”
said Universiti Teknologi Malaysia geo-strate-
gist Prof Dr Azmi Hassan.

#WeAreReady
g

“It will take just one YB to switch sides to
trigger a movement. There might be wait-
and-see assemblymen not willing to make the
switch as they don't want to be the first to
make a move,” said the Universiti Teknologi
Mara lecturer in Sabah.

“The YBs will come out with their own ‘out
of love’ story - not getting enough funds, not
being treated fairly by the Chief Minister,
having a strained relationship with other YBs,
it being the wish of their constituents and
plenty more excuses,” he said.

“But the easiest, most popular and com-
monly used excuse will be ‘kehendak rakyat’
(the desire of the people) which is quite
impressive as there are no systematic polls to
gauge the sentiment on the ground, but yet
the YB can somehow have the ability to deter-
mine what the rakyat want.”

Prof Mohd Azizuddin however does not
think that the Negri, Selangor and Sabah gov-

The only two states held by the Opp
in which the GE14 results were marginal are
Negri Sembilan - Pakatan 20 (Bersatu did not
win a seat) and Barisan 16 - and Sabah where
Barisan had 29 seats, Parti Warisan Sabah/
Pakatan 29 and Sabah Star two. But with
defections, the Warisan/Pakatan/Upko state
government has 43 seats and Umno/Bersatu/
PBS/Sabah Star 17.

In Selangor, Pakatan has 43 (PKR 19, DAP

ment in 2018 when two Umno
defected to become independents.

In Melaka, it was Pakatan 15 and Barisan
13. In Kedabh, it was Pakatan 18, Umno 3 and
PAS 13.

Pakatan had a comfortable margin in Johor
with 36 assemblymen, Barisan 19 and PAS
one. But when Bersatu and rogue PKR assem-
blymen combined with Barisan and PAS in
February, the Pakatan state government was
toppled.

“The four states fell due to the switching of
camps in Bersatu and PKR. The Umno and

ymen

16 and / h eight), Bersatu seven, Umno
five and PAS one.

“The most precarious state government
among the three is Negri Sembilan since the
majority is quite slim. Selangor and Sabah,
for the time being, are safe since the state
governments (led by Pakatan and Warisan
respectively) have a healthy majority,” said
Prof Azmi.

With the ongoing internal bickering in
Bersatu and PKR, he said the respective
assemblymen have to make a choice between
Bersatu chairman Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad

and its p and Prime Mini Tan Sri
Muhyiddin Yassin, or between PKR president
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim and his former
deputy Datuk Seri Azmin Ali.

“The current political situation in Malaysia,
as I see it, can be categorised as one of a herd
mentality where you need only one state rep-
resentative to switch camps and this will be
followed by other representatives,” he said.

Even though Selangor and Sabah govern-
ments seem to be safe, Prof Azmi cautioned
that it would only take one assemblyman to
be “recalcitrant” to create a snowball effect.

“Rumours of representatives switching
camps in Sabah is enough to rattle the state
government,” he said, adding: “If the Negri
Sembilan government changes hand, then
m(r:sr probably Selangor and Sabah are not
safe.”

Political analyst Mohd Rahezzal Shah
pointed out that whether Warisan could hold
on to power in Sabah “depends on who
makes the first move®.

er held by the Opposition would fall.

“Pakatan has a majority of four (seats) in
Negri Sembilan. Yes, it needs only three defec-
tions for it to fall.

“But they don’t have any Bersatu assembly-
man (who is likely to jump). So, the possibility
of an assemblyman defecting is low,” he
added.

Prof Mohd Azizuddin acknowledged that
the Negri government could be ousted if at
least three PKR assemblymen from the Azmin
camp defected.

He also said the possibility of Selangor gov-
ernment falling was unlikely because the
margin of Pakatan's command in the state
was huge, he said.

“Even though there are PKR assemblymen,
including the Selangor MB, being linked to
Azmin, they have decided to stay with the
party to be with Anwar,” he said.

The domino effect remains in motion, and
political operatives are strategising for the
Opposition states to fall.
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